
Historic Preservation Commission
of the City of Green Bay

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE UPDATES

The City of Green Bay’s Department of Community and Economic Development staff and the 
Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) have been working to revise our existing Historic 
Preservation ordinance. The City is seeking Certified Local Government (CLG) status, which 
allows the City to apply for additional funding for historic surveys, educational materials, events, 
and other grant-sponsored activities. It’s a great designation to have to enhance and further Green 
Bay’s preservation efforts. To become a CLG, we need an ordinance that allows for a binding 
design review, versus our existing advisory design review. Aside from CLG status, the City’s 
preservation efforts are intended to protect historic properties and sites. Nationwide, property 
values in protected historic neighborhoods have proven to outperform property values where no 
historic protections are in place. This phenomenon has been attributed to increased stability in 
historic neighborhoods stemming from the assurance that properties will be renovated in a manner 
that also protects & enhances the value of surrounding properties.  

So, what changes are we proposing? 

Very few, actually. As the ordinance stands, all exterior work done to a historic property or site 
requires a design review through the HPC. This will not change. The standards that are used to 
review each application will not change. The major change is that the HPC’s review will be binding 
in nature with an appeal process. The other major change is that some work requiring approval will 
now be allowed through City staff. This change will minimize the wait time between application and 
receipt of your building permit. Along with this, the HPC will be reformed as the Landmarks 
Commission; this will allow for more owners of historic properties to sit on the Commission and 
have their voices heard. 

How will this effect your property? 

That will depend on your property. The City has a guiding document that details what features of 
each property are original, defining features of the property. These characteristics will be more 
closely monitored in comparison to details already replaced, or not original to the home. City staff 
would be happy to review your specific home’s defining characteristics if you’re looking at doing an 
exterior project, of if you’re just curious!

What’s next?
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City staff will be meeting with property owners and neighborhood associations throughout the next 
few months, including the Astor Annual Meeting on March 19th. Once we get feedback from the 
neighborhoods, the ordinance amendment will be brought through the public process, requiring 
Plan Commission and City Council approval of the changes. If approved, we would then apply for 
CLG status with the State. Once accepted as a CLG, the City becomes eligible for the grant funds 
and can begin work on preservation education, updating historic surveys, and further outreach 
with historic neighborhoods. 

Keep an eye on your mailbox for meeting updates! If there are any questions, feel free to contact 
Stephanie Hummel at (920) 448-3424 or stephaniehu@greenbaywi.gov.
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