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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

As | was getting ready to write the president’s letter, my son asked me what I was going to write. I said, “I don’t
know, I haven’t written it yet. What would you like me to write?” He responded, “Say, ‘2012 will be the awesomist!””

When we moved here, we were much younger. Like many people who move into a new neighborhood we wondered
which way the neighborhood was moving. Was it getting “better” or “worse”? I think, like many younger couples
who move into an old neighborhood, we thought of this issue as it were something that could be measured like the
outside air temperature; that we would be able see the movement of “better” or “worse” like the change in seasons.
Of course it turns out that it’s not so easy to measure or see. What is it that you would measure that would indicated
the neighborhood was getting “better” or “worse”? Could it be measured in the change of the average resale value
of homes in the neighborhood? I think I might have agreed with that as a gauge when I moved here, but that seems
to miss the mark now.

Although we are both transplants with family far away, we have lived in Green Bay now for most of our marriage
and both our children have been born here. Now when we consider what it would be like to move back “home” to
Texas, we have a different question, “How would it change our quality of life?” The Astor neighborhood has taught
us that the quality of a neighborhood is function of how it impacts our quality of life not the potential market value
of our home.

A healthy neighborhood has a positive impact on the quality of life of its residence. If my neighbors spend money on
building gourmet kitchens it will likely raise my property value but unless they invite me over for dinner, it won’t raise
my quality of life. However, if they give me a call and want to get the kids together for a bike ride, it has a real impact
on my quality of life. A neighborhood will get “better” if its residents are actively engaged in the community of that
neighborhod. It will get “worse” when its residents withdraw.

Help 2012 be the “awesomist” year for the Astor neighborhood. Get involved with your community. The Astor
Board can always use fresh ideas and faces to help our community have a positive impact on its residents. When you
invest in our community it raises the quality of life for the whole community. Come make your neighborhood “better”.
Check inside for a list of upcoming events and get involved!

Finally, a big thanks goes out to long list of folks who helped put together another wonderful Astor wine tasting.
Without our neighbors getting together and working to help out community programs, our neighborhood wouldn’t
be as wonderful as it is. Thanks!

Jesse Sharp
President
Astor Neighborhood Association



HOUSE KUDOS

By Skip Heverly

This edition’s House Kudos go out to Mark and Ann Lagerkvist of 1009 S. Quincy. Built in 1912, the house
has had perhaps five owners overall; but for more than 60 years one family, the Muesels, lived there. Their
daughter Lucille was a world-class opera singer. Ann showed a copy of a New York Times review of one of
her concerts from 1917. Their next door neighbor recalls magical summer days when Lucille would open
her windows and her piano/voice practice could be heard. She was also one of the world’s best female trap

44 B shooters of that era! She ultimately gave up her career to come back
i home to take care of her ailing parents. In the 70’s the house became
home to the nuns who ran St. Joseph’s Girls Academy (now Aldo
Leopold School).

| Mark and Ann bought the house in 2003 from the Schwiesow’s who
still live in the neighborhood. It was the first house in Astor Park
they looked at, and from the time they drove up, there was something
special about the house that grabbed them.

Original display case with half-round shelf

adjusters. When they moved in they were a family of four in a house with one

bathroom. They have since grown into a family of six with a variety of
interests and activities. They began thinking about adding a bathroom
or two. The plans morphed into adding on a new kitchen, master
bedroom, finished basement with exercise room and new garage. They
essentially doubled the size of the house. While the exterior provides
a suggestion of Arts and Crafts, the interior powerfully embraces the
style which they love - straight and clean lines, abundant built-ins and
B simplicity of design. At all stages of the renovations, which took nine
Reproduced display case with similar shelf ~ months to complete and required them to live in a condominium for
adjustment mechanism. six months, they took effort to borrow from the stylistic motifs pre-
existing in the home for the design of all aspects of the additions. This is seen in the door head jamb casing,
diamond-shaped windows and the narrow plank wood flooring. A built-in hallway hutch has a shelf height
adjusting design based on half-circles taken directly from an original cabinet.

As I spoke with Mark and Ann they frequently thought back to early times, such as
Ann’s fond memories of her grandparent’s bungalow in north Milwaukee, or Mark
driving around town with his father looking at homes. They enjoy the convenience
of being close to school, work, shopping and the Fox River Trail, all while living
in a neighborhood of mature, beautiful trees
with remarkable diversity. They expressed their
appreciation of being in a neighborhood where
people enjoy and take care of their homes and
respect the history that comes with them. They
have seamlessly made extensive additions onto
an already beautiful house, making it functional
and comfortable for their family’s current
lifestyle.

First floor added bathroom
with original door leading to
plumbing/cubbie space. Note

Door leading to a private play space identical style/dimensions in
in the basement with full/height the door jamb casings (right
chalkboard. A child’s dream! side of photo).




GOING GREEN
PUBLIC PARKS IN EARLY GREEN BAY

By Christine Dunbar

Determining the features of historic landscapes is like working a puzzle. Various settlement styles have made
their impact on Green Bay beginning with the Indigenous tribes who lived along the Fox River when it was
claimed for France by Jean Nicolet about 1634. Canadian fur traders followed, dividing the land into a system
of narrow ribbon shaped river frontage lots about 234 miles long with common pasture and fields. At Green
Bay only two square miles had been set aside as a common field. By 1816 approximately 40 families lived in
cabins abutting the Fox River, engaging in a relaxed system of fur trade. The War of 1812 left the pro-British
community in the hands of the Americans and the establishment of the Fort Howard Military post in 1816,
drastically changed settlement patterns.

Yankee entrepreneur Daniel Whitney bought the entire swampy area on the northeast mouth of the Fox and
platted Navarino in 1829. Whitney followed the Eastern practice of leaving a block in the center of town open
for use as a public square. Whitney noted “the square is never to be built upon ... As soon as buildings are put
on it, it is to revert to my heirs”. ! Originally called Washington Square, it was renamed Whitney Park in his
honor after his death in 1862. It is the oldest of the Green Bay parks.

James Doty with Robert Stuart and Ramsey Crooks, all local agents for the American Fur Company persuaded
John Jacob Astor to develop a competing town south of Navarino. This land was acquired through for-closure of
land owned by resident fur traders.

When platting Astor, Doty set aside three public squares within a ten block radius. Astor was striving to be the
county seat and the squares were left open to attract government offices. 2

The squares were named for Andrew Jackson, John C. Calhoun
and Daniel Webster. Jackson Square retained its original name
while the others were later renamed to reflect churches located
on their perimeter. Calhoun Square became St. John’s Park and
Webster Square was renamed St. James Park. *
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Astor family descendents gave Astor Place, the site for the
Manual Labor School, and the Burying Ground to Green Bay in
December 1869 in a quit-claim deed for one dollar. The Manual
Labor School was never built and the square became Astor Park,
the Burying Ground was a public cemetery until Woodlawn
Cemetery opened in 1856 and the land became Baird Place.
Astor Place was originally platted as individual lots but remained
open. It became the site for the No. One Fire Station. *
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A description of the city parks in 1899 illustrates appreciation.
“Being dedicated perpetually to public use, they are steadily and
rapidly being surrounded by structures, architecturally beautiful :
and are destined to become centers of the city’s most attractive
homes.” 3
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' Whitney Park file. Local History Dept. Brown Co. Library

2 Jack Rudolph “Astor gives Navarino a Fight” The Green Bay Area in History and Legend. Betsy Foley ed. Press Gazette Articles by Jack Rudolph, Illustrations by
Harold Elder. Brown Co Historical Society. 2004. 44

3 Lee Sommerville “The Public Squares of Navarino and Astor”. Voyageur Magazine Summer/Fall 2008 38

4 Jack Rudolph “Astor gives Navarino a Fight” 44

> QGazette Publishing Co. Men Who are Making Green Bay. Green Bay 18976



The 13th Annual Astor Neighborhood Association
Wine Tasting Event was held on Saturday, January
28, 2012. We are happy to report that the event
was a great success!

We had over 90 people attend the event, held at the
homes of John and Mickey Seccombe and Brian and
Shawn Johnson. Fellow neighbors Steve Johnson
and Maria Milano from Parallel 44 partnered with
us again, providing the wine and tasting insights.
Some of Green Bay’s best restaurants donated the
outstanding hors d’oeuvres. Once again a raffle was
held on the evening of the event to benefit Howe
Neighborhood Family Resource Center and Clarity
Care. We were able to raise over $2,500 from the
evening’s registration and raffle to benefit both of
these great organizations!

A sincere thanks to our hosts, the Seccombes and
Johnsons, and to everyone who helped organize
the event, made donations, and attended the event.
This annual gathering continues to be one of our
neighborhood’s finest and most popular events of
the year!

Hazelwood Historic House
1008 S Monroe St 920-437-1840 Thank You to Seaway Printing Company

v 3 : for the donation of this newsletter.
=1 Haviland in Bloom

Featuring area floristsl arrangements

enhancing Frederika Crainls exquisite

hand painted china

June 8810 12-4pm  $7.00/person

Bill Doyle, Realtor®
(920)713-3779

21 year resident of Astor Park Neighborhood
15 years in real estate sales

AN N UA L S bdoyle@coldwellh
oviel@coldwellnomes.com
NEIG H BORHOOD WWV&ZColdwellHomes.com
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745 Ontario Road, Suite 1 Green Bay
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It is back again!

The Astor Neighborhood will again have a Suitablefor meing
neighborhood wide garage sale on Saturday, May 10%off ~ Custom Framing & Gallery

19th. We enjoy a huge turnout and many neighbors withad * Mirrors in Your Frame or Mine* Gl
wandering through the streets shopping through the *Beveled or Plain” Ideggry
goods. The C;’Oice Five blocks east of Heritage Hill
Please join us in hosting a garage sale at your house It On the Left
and invite your friends to roam the streets of Astor o Designers fax z;g:g;:zzg

IOOking for a gem' Therese Rebholz - owner email - sframing@aol.com




ANNUAL EASTER
EGGHUNT

The Easter Bunny is coming!

On Saturday, April 7th the Easter Bunny will be making
an appearance at the annual Astor Neighborhood
Easter Egg Hunt in St. James Park. The festivities will
begin at 9:30 and the egg hunt will begin at 10:00.
Bring your family to St. James for pictures with the
Easter Bunny, visiting with neighbors and hunting
for eggs. We will again have a spot for our youngest
neighbors to hunt without older brothers and sisters
getting in the way!

Please come out and enjoy the weather.

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN YOUR RECREATION
DEPARTMENT?

The City of Green Bay Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department offers a wide variety of programs and leisure
opportunities for people of all ages. With summer right around the corner, we are happy to inform you of our
exciting programs and activities happening in your city.

* Adult Softball League Registration is currently underway

* Summer kickoff pool party — Friday, June 8, 5:00 — 8:00 pm, Resch Aquatic Center
* QOutdoor Pools open for the season Saturday, June 9 at 12:00 p.m.

* Summer Playground Program begins June 12 at 1:00 p.m.

* Kids’ Day-Monday, June 25

* Various seasonal job opportunities are available! Get your application in today!

If you would like additional information regarding these programs or any other program our department offers,
visit us at www.green-bay.org or call our office at (920)448-3365.

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Your neighborhood association meets ever third Monday at 6:00 at the
First Lutheran Church at 743 S. Monroe. Please join us. We discuss and plan
upcoming events, discuss neighborhood happenings and have a great time!

Services we offer:
LAKE LAN D « Fertilizer / Weed Control

Pest Control

LAW N%C AR E « Aeration and Overseeding
o oan have the boan of goar deeans « Grub Prevention
VINEYARD AND WINERY * Neighborhood Special *
Buy Local, Award-Winning Wines! One FREE application when you sign up for

our 5 Step Lawn Care Program.

* New Customers Only, some restrictions apply, expires 5/15/2012

© 15 Minutes East of Green Bay.

o Available at most wine, liquor and grocery stores. For more information contact:
Find us on Mark Miller, Account Manager 920-664-5975
Facebook Office 920-330-9010

I — Website www.lakelandlawncare.com




Astor Neighborhood Association Board of Directors

Jesse Sharp - President
919 S. Quincy St.

H: 435-1782
jesse.sharp@gmail.com

Skip Heverly - Vice President
826 S. Madison St.
H: 436-0332

sheverly@new.rr.com

Pastor Paul Schleis - Secretary/ Treasurer
740 S. Quincy St.

W: 435-7970

C: 621-0460

pschleis@new.rr.com

Jaime Danen - Astor Outlook Editor
636 S. Madison St.
H: 366-4717

jjdanen@gmail.com

09% ‘'ON LINY3d
IM AVE NIFdD

divd

3OV1ISOd SN
NOILVZINYDHO
11d0ddNON

Molly Martzke

1125 S. Monroe Ave.
H: 437-7370
mpmartzke@yahoo.com

Andy Rosendahl

1010 S. Jackson

H: 562-0522
W:448-3142
AndyRo@ci.green-bay.wi.us

Sara Wall

410 Cass St.

H: 430-1628
sararwall@gmail.com
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